What is claimed is: 

1 . An apparatus for attaching a conduit to at least one of a he^ and a blood vessel. 
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apparatus compnsing: 

a. an enclosure adapted for attachment to a wall of said^heart or blood vessel; 

b. a tool having a first portion for creating an opening through said wall, said first 
portion contained within said enclosure; and 

c. a conduit having a first end attachable to ^id wall at said opening, said first end 
contained within said enclosure. 



2. The apparatus of claim 1 fiirther comprising said enclosure being sealed and 
having air evacuated therefi'om prior to attachment to said wall. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 fiirther comprising said enclosure filled with fluid. 

4. The apparatus of claim A fiuther comprising an attachment member affixed to said 
enclosure, said attachment member attachable to said wall. 

5. The apparatus of dlaim 4 fiuther comprising an opening through said attachment 
member and said enclosure suc^ that said enclosure is sealed only when said attachment member 
is attached to said wall. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 fiuther comprising said enclosure having air evacuated 
therefrom. 
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7. The apparatus of claim 6 further comprising said enclosure being filled with fluid. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a port in s^ enclosure for 
evacuating air from said enclosure. 
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9. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising spd tool having a second portion 
external to said enclosure, said second portion manipulab^to cause said first portion to create 
said opening. 



10. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first portion fiirther comprises a holding 



member. 



1 1 . The apparatus of claim 1 whirein said tool fiirther comprises: 

a. a central rod member haviji^ a holding member at said first portion of said tool 
contained within said enclosure; 

b. a barrel member rotafably surrounding said central rod portion, said barrel 
member having a cutting blade a^aid first portion of said tool contained within said enclosure; 

said central rodjnember manipulable to engage said holding member with tissue 
to be cut away by said cuttin^lade; and 

d. said barrel ^ember manipulable to cause said cutting blade to cut away tissue to 
create said opening. 
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12. The apparatus of claim 1 1 further comprising said enclosure sealed ai^ound said 
barrel member in a manner permitting rotation of said barrel member. 

13. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising said conduit ly^ving a second end 
extemal to said enclosure. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein said first end i/ adapted for attachment to a 
heart and further comprising said second end being connectable to a blood pump. 

15. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein said fii^ end is adapted for attachment to a 
blood vessel at a first location and further comprising said second end being connectable said 
blood pump. 

16. A method of attaching a conduit /o a wall of at least one of a heart and a blood 
vessel, said method comprising: 

a. attaching an enclosure to said wall; 

b. enclosing within said enclosure at least a first portion of a tool for creating an 
opening through said wall; 

c. enclosing at least one/bnd of said conduit within said enclosure; 

d. evacuating air from^aid enclosure; 

e. creating said opening through said wall using said tool; and 
f attaching said o/ne end of said conduit to said wall. 
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1 7. The method of claim 1 6 further comprising filling said enclosure v//m fluid to 
evacuate said air. 

1 8 . The method of claim 1 6 further comprising entirely seajiiig said enclosure prior to 
attachment to said wall. 

19. The method of claim 18 fixrther comprising: 

a. first evacuating air firom said enclosiu'e; and 

b. subsequently attaching said enclosure to sai^ wall. 

o 

4= 20. The method of claim 1 9 further comprising filling said enclosure with fluid to 

YJ evacuate said air. 

P 21 . The method of claim 19 further corriprising: 

ru 

ifj a. affixing an attachment member to/said enclosure; and 
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attaching said attachment member to said wall. 



22. The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

a. affixing an attachment member to said enclosure; and 

/ 

b. attaching said attachment' member to said wall. 



/ 

23, The method of claim/22 further comprising: 

a. providing an opening through said attachment member and said enclosure; 
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b. first attaching said attachment member to said wall; and 

c. subsequently evacuating air from said enclosure. 

24. The method of claim 23 further comprising ^ling said enclosure with fluid to 
evacuate said air. 

25. An apparatus for attaching a conduj^to a wall of at least one of a heart and a blood 
vessel, said apparatus comprising: 

a. a sealed enclosure having air ei^acuated therefrom; 

b. a tool having a first portion for creating an opening through said wall, said first 
portion contained within said sealed enclosure; and 

c. a conduit having a first ejid attachable to said wall, said first end contained within 
said sealed enclosure. 

26. The apparatus of cWim 25 further comprising said sealed enclosure being filled 
with fluid. 



27. The apparatus of claim 25 further comprising an attachment member affixed to 

said enclosure, said attachm^t member attachable to said wall. 

f 

28. The apparatus of claim 25 further comprising a port in said enclosure for 
evacuating air from said4nclosure. 
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29. The apparatus of claim 25 further comprising said tool having a sepond portion 
external to said enclosure, said second portion manipulable to cause said first portion to create 
said opening. / 



30. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein said first portion ^her comprises a holding 
member. 

3 1 . The apparatus of claim 25 wherein said tool Arther comprises: 

a. a central rod member having a holding m^ber at said first portion of said tool 
contained within said enclosure; 

b. a barrel member rotatably surroimditi^ said central rod portion, said barrel 
member having a cutting blade at said first porti(m of said tool contained within said enclosiire; 

c. said central rod member manipulable to engage said holding member with tissue 
to be cut away by said cutting blade; and 

d. said barrel member manipdlable to cause said cutting blade to cut away tissue to 
create said opening. 



32. The apparatus of claim 25 fiuther comprising said enclosure sealed around said 
barrel member in a manner permitting rotation of said barrel member. 



33. The apparatus of claim 25 fiirther comprising said conduit having a second end 
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external to said enclosure. 
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34. The apparatus of claim 33 wherein said first end is adapted for attachmenj/to a 
heart and further comprising said second end being connectable to a blood pump. 

35. The apparatus of claim 33 wherein said first end is adapted foc4ttachment to a 
blood vessel at a first location and further comprising said second end beijig connectable to said 
blood pump. 

36. A method of attaching a conduit to a wall of at least jzJne of a heart and a blood 
vessel, said method comprising: 

a. evacuating air fi*om a sealed enclosure; 

b. enclosing within said sealed enclosure at leas0i portion of a tool used for creating 
an opening through said wall; 

c. enclosing an end of a conduit within saidy&ealed enclosure; 

d. attaching said sealed enclosure to said wall; 

e. creating said opening in said wall us|ng said tool; and 

f. attaching said end of said conduit at said opening. 

37. The method of claim 36 where/n said sealed enclosure includes an attachment 
member affixed thereto and wherein attaching said sealed enclosure to said wall further 
comprises attaching said attachment memx>er to said wall. 



38. The method of claim jd6 fiulher comprising filling said enclosure with fluid to 
evacuating said air. 
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39. A sewing cuff comprising: 

a. a first side adapted for attachment to a left ventricular apex of a h^art, 

b. a second side connectable with a first end of a conduit, a secgnd end of said 
conduit attachable a blood pump; and 

c. an electrode portion adjacent said apex and electricall/ connected with at least a 
defibrillation device. 



40. A conduit adapted for attachment to a wall pf a heart or blood vessel, said conduit 

□ comprising: 

Q 

«P a. a cannula portion adapted for attachn^^nt in an opening in a wall of at least one of 

N 

12 a heart and a blood vessel; 

0 

. ' b. a tip portion on said cannula, said tip portion expandable after insertion through 

U / 

p said opening to engage an inner surface of said wall and prevent withdraw of said tip portion 

ry 

therefi-om; and 

P 

c. a plurality of circumferential grooves adjacent said tip portion along a longitudinal 
axis of said conduit, said plurality o/circumferential grooves providing axial adjustment of said 
tip portion in said opening to permit a close fit between said tip and said inner surface. 



41 . A conduit adapted for attachment to a wall of a heart or blood vessel, said conduit 
comprising: 

a. a cannula portion adapted for attachment in an opening in a wall of at least one of 
a heart and a blood vessel; 
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b. a vascular graft portion extending from said cannula portion to an ^^osite end of 
said conduit; 

c. a least one stiffening member encircling said vascular gi^ portion between said 
cannula portion and said opposite end. 

42. The conduit of claim 41 wherein said at lea;^ one stiffening member further 
comprises a plurality of stiffening members encircling/said vascular graft portion at spaced apart 
locations between said cannula portion and said onposite end. 
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